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kind of evaluation was not done first before
pursuing changes to the existing admissions
process.

To this end, | reluctantly oppose the Coast
Guard authorization bill, and hope to continue
to work with my colleagues in the House and
Senate, as well as the leadership of the Acad-
emy, to address these concerns.

——————

SOLAR TECHNOLOGY ROADMAP
ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID WU

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 22, 2009

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3585) to guide
and provide for United States research, de-
velopment, and demonstration of solar en-
ergy technologies, and for other purposes:

Mr. WU. Mr. Chair, | rise in support of H.R.
3585, the Solar Technology Road-Map Act. |
want to commend Chairman GORDON for his
efforts to bring this bill to the floor, and Ms.
GIFFORDS for her continued leadership on
solar technology.

H.R. 3585 provides funding for solar tech-
nology research, development and demonstra-
tion activities. It also creates a committee to
develop a road map that will assess the
near-, mid- and long-term needs for solar re-
search. This assessment will become the
basis for future investments in solar energy by
the Department of Energy.

My district is a great example of the poten-
tial for solar energy. Not because of the
amount of sun it receives, but because of the
number of jobs it has created. Solar World, a
solar panel manufacturer, has its U.S. head-
quarters located in Hillsboro, Oregon and em-
ploys 1,000 people building solar panels and
produces enough PV panels to supply the en-
tire North and South American markets. With
our state’s unemployment rate hovering above
11 percent, this company’s investment in our
state during these difficult times is welcome
news. It is my hope that a continued invest-
ment in solar energy will result in thousands of
more jobs in the coming years.

We have been working to diversify our en-
ergy portfolio to create and develop renewable
energy sources and reduce our dependence
on foreign fossil fuels. This bill will create fur-
ther research opportunities for solar tech-
nology and will create a plan that will guide
our future investments in solar energy.

This bill will help build upon the success of
previous investments. It is about economic
competitiveness and job creation as much as
it is about clean renewable energy and less
dependence on imported fuels. Again | thank
Chairman GORDON and Ms. GIFFORDS for their
leadership.

——

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 23, 2009

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, | was un-
able to be present for several votes taken on
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the House floor yesterday afternoon, Thurs-
day, October 22, 2009, due to illness. As a re-
sult, | missed rollicall votes No. 801 through
No. 811. Had | been present: on rollcall vote
No. 801 | would have voted “no”; on rollcall
vote No. 802 | would have voted “aye”; on
rollcall vote No. 803 | would have voted “aye”;
on rollcall vote No. 804 | would have voted
“aye”; on rollcall vote No. 805 | would have
voted “aye”; on rollcall vote No. 806 | would
have voted “aye”; on rollcall vote No. 807 |
would have voted “aye”; on rollcall vote No.
808 | would have voted “aye”; on rollcall vote
No. 809 | would have voted “aye”; on rollcall
vote No. 810 | would have voted “aye”; and
on rollcall vote No. 811 | would have voted
“aye

———

HONORING THE CITY OF INVER-
NESS, CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 23, 2009

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to congratulate
the city of Inverness, Florida; they have been
designated the “National City of the Year” by
the veterans honor organization, the Forty &
Eight.

Since 1920, the Forty & Eight organization
has worked tirelessly to insure that the leg-
acies of our service members endure along-
side the freedom that they fought so selflessly
to defend. They are committed to serving our
veterans and their families: those who are still
with us, those who have gone before us and
those whose fate is still yet unknown.

John Kaiserian is the Grand Chef de Train
of the Forty & Eight and a member of Voiture
1219 of Citrus County, Florida. He cited sev-
eral factors which contributed to the City of In-
verness receiving top honors on both the state
and national level. Among them were the city’s
numerous parades and ceremonies honoring
veterans, monuments that they have erected
to honor those killed in combat, the annual
Patriotic Evening on July 3rd and the City’s
very own Liberty Park. He refers to Inverness
as Citrus County’s “veterans’ city”.

On September 9, 2009, City Manager Frank
DiGiovanni, City Clerk Debbie Davis and
Mayor Bob Plaisted traveled to Rochester,
New York to proudly accept the award on the
city’s behalf. They recognized the support of
local residents and veterans’ organizations
that made the award possible. They especially
thanked the veterans for all they have given to
this country: City Manager, Frank DiGiovanni
said, “Loss of life is the ultimate sacrifice and
many have given all”.

Madam Speaker, the Forty & Eight organi-
zation captures the American spirit in commu-
nities all across the country. | am honored and
very proud to recognize Inverness, Florida as
the Forty & Eight “National City of the Year”.

October 23, 2009

RYAN WHITE HIV/AIDS TREAT-
MENT EXTENSION ACT OF 2009

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 23, 2009

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, in 2006, | sup-
ported the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment
Modernization Act which reauthorized the
Ryan White HIV/AIDS program and included
important provisions that sunset the program’s
authorizations. However, the 2009 reauthoriza-
tion bill, S. 1793, that the House passed on
October 21, 2009 repeals all prior sunset pro-
visions. With the current budgetary fiasco fac-
ing the federal government, the need for provi-
sions that would sunset program authoriza-
tions is more pronounced now than ever. Con-
gress constantly creates new programs with
littte or no thought to the amount of money
that will be needed to finance its eternal life.
The thought seems to be that a billion dollars
for any specific purpose is so minuscule when
compared to the federal deficit that one cannot
resist supporting worthy causes and efforts.
The problem is that this excuse occurs on a
daily basis around here. Collectively, that
mentality is what has led us to the insurmount-
able federal spending levels currently threat-
ening the economy and overall strength of the
U.S. dollar.

One simple way to help combat that men-
tality is the inclusion of provisions that sunset
program authorizations. This is a common-
sense, prudent and simple step that can be
taken regularly to help keep us honest. If a
program is worth continuing, its purpose and
effectiveness should be defensible in the fu-
ture. If it is not defensible, then committees
can reevaluate and retool its functioning to
help restore accountability. Moreover, com-
mittee chairmen should wholeheartedly sup-
port sunset provisions as their inclusion would
more regularly work towards shaping policies
under their purview. Some may argue that the
programs are too plentiful and the task too
overwhelming for Congress to evaluate effec-
tively on a regular basis. This is all the more
reason to fight for smaller government, and
terminating ineffective and duplicative pro-
grams. Congress must put the necessary ac-
countability and oversight measures in place
to ensure that American tax dollars are being
well spent on worthy, well-functioning prior-
ities.

S. 1793 authorizes the appropriation of
about $2.55 billion for fiscal year 2010, a 14
percent increase from the appropriation the
program received in fiscal year 2009 of $2.213
billion. The bill increases the program’s overall
authorization levels by an automatic 5 percent
each year for total of $8.44 billion over the
2010-2013 period. In comparison the federal
government sought only to increase the de-
fense budget by 3 percent. What is addition-
ally troubling is that there is no Congressional
Budget Office (CBO) report available esti-
mating how much this program could cost.
Moreover, S. 1793 was considered under a
suspension of the House rules, leaving no op-
portunity for members to amend the bill to ad-
dress any of these concerns. Therefore, |
could not in good conscience support a bill
with such a large increase in authorizations
coupled with no CBO score or a sunset provi-
sion.
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